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Integrative medicine and integrative health care, whereby users 
and/or providers employ complementary medicine/therapies (CM) 
alongside biomedical treatments, raise many signifi cant public health 
and health services research issues. For example, at the level of grass-
roots practice, what are the political and cultural aspects of integration 
across practitioner groups and between patients and their providers? 

At a health systems level what role has and can health economics and 
cost-effectiveness analysis play in relation to integrative CM use and 
integrative models of care? What motivates patients and practitioners 
to adopt integrative CM use and/or develop integrative models of 

practice? How do patients integrate CM into their wider health care, 
how do they make decisions regarding such use and what is the role 
of a range of stakeholders in such decision-making? To what extent is 
integrative CM use infl uenced by geography, patient demographics, 
practitioner behaviours and attitudes amongst other factors? What is 

the CM-conventional care interface regarding integrative CM use and 
integrative models of care and how is it managed? How do integrative 
health care and integrative medicine relate to the health needs of an 
increasingly ageing population, the rise of chronic disease and other 
global health challenges?   Addressing these and related questions 
requires drawing upon public health and health services research 

methodologies and disciplinary perspectives. We invite authors with 
fi ndings from contemporary empirical data/fi eldwork (qualitative, 
quantitative, mixed methods) that help address these and related 

public health/health services research questions to please submit your 
manuscript for this special issue.

You are invited to submit your manuscripts online to
http://ees.elsevier.com/eujim

or contact the editorial co-ordinator
Dr.  Ava Lorenc at lorenca@lsbu.ac.uk

Deadline for accepted papers: June 30, 2012
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